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CHAPTER XXXII.
CONTINUATION   OF  THE  AFFAIR   WITH   GENERAL   SCOTT----
JACKSON NOTIFIES SCOTT THAT HE IS READY TO RECEIVE ANY COMMUNICATION SENT.
A CLEAR statement of the facts, in addition to what was said in the last chapter explanatory of Parton's vituperation of Jackson in defense of General Scott, in the controversy growing out of General Jackson's order already published in Chapter XXXI, seems to be necessary here; for, indeed, Jackson in all his after life was wantonly assailed by his enemies about it, especially by army officers, who never found out that his military genius and unexampled victories over the country's enemies at all justified the making a major general out of a backwoodsman. A fair and full statement of the basis on which Parton rests his attack on Jackson and his defense of General Scott will do two things: It will serve to show the animus with which he wrote the "Life of General Jackson," and will put in an enduring form a complete answer to long continued assail-ments of the great soldier's character, made with no concern about true history, so it answers a purpose.
As shown in the last preceding chapter, an order from the President of the United States removed an engineer under General Jackson from the work to which he was assigned, without the order passing through the hands of his superior officer. Against this irregularity General Jackson remonstrated in a letter directly to the President. Waiting much longer than it required to get a reply, and hearing nothing, the General issued a general order, published in the last preceding chapter, which attracted great. All physicians able to perform duty who are absent on furlough will 'forthwith repair to their respective posts. Commanding officers of regiments and corps are ordered to report specially all officers absent from duty on the 3<Dth of June next, and their cause of absence.
